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Seeing the Indus, like the 

State

Jo Kalabagh dam ke khilaf hain, mein 

kehta hun ghadaar hain! Ghadaar hain! 

Ghaddar hain!

All those against Kalabagh dam, I say are 

Traitors! Traitors! Traitors!” 

(President Lahore Chambers of Commerce and 

Industry, 03/04/2015, Lahore)











Oh Development

If you look at the world, there are three 

main powers, India, China and America. 

America has built 6500 dams, China has 

built 22,000 dams in the past 50 years, 

India has constructed 4,500 dams so far 

and 650 are under construction. There is 

no need to add anything to the above, the 

data speaks for itself. 

(Shams-ul-Mulq, 9/12/2015).





Indus from the margins

It [KBD] has become so emotive that sometimes 

I meet Punjabi friends they say such things about 

KBD that are simply irrational and downright 

provocative. They say that there would not have 

been destruction in Badin and Tharparkar, if 

there was KBD. They say that they are only 

building it for Sindh. Why don't they just be 

straight that it is for the benefit of Punjab, and 

Sindh may benefit too. Who are they trying to 

fool? At least I could buy that. 

(A Sindhi Federal Official, 11/09/2015)



Efficient management of water is the 

fundamental question in Pakistan. Tell us 

what is point of building dams? Do you 

want to grow food? Electricity? Or do you 

want to oppress Sindh and control their 

water for eternity? 
(Qadir Magsi, 23/04/2015)



You are absolutely right about average 

flows. If Punjab insists that it on average 

delivers the requisite volume of water, it 

would be correct. But in the past 15 years 

for 12 of those years it would deliver a lot 

less than the average flow. But when you 

add in the flood flows from say 2010 and 

11 you will of course get the requisite 

average for those 15 years maybe even 

more. 

(Xen Sindh Irrigation Department, 26/03/15).





These people (fishermen on the Manchar 

Lake) have seen so many difficulties they 

have to be bravest people in the world to 

be still living on this lake. They drink 

poison but won't leave this lake: amazing! 

They work for 6 months in the sea but 

won't take their kids, because they want 

their old life back. 

(Fisherman, Mustafa Mallah village, 

24/04/2015).



Poor Equity & Efficiency



Multiple Ecosystem Services

• Fishing

• Groundwater recharge

• Moderation of flood flows

• Carbon sequestration

• Leisure

• Agricultural production



Co-Production of Indus

 The dominant/State Centric View

 A giant plumbing system to be controlled

 A conduit for realizing development

 The Alternate View

 An ecology imbricated with identity, equity 

and justice

 Ecosystem services for the poor

 Technocratic gaze predicated upon 

averages.

 Competing visions of development?


